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A number of years ago 1,200 Siberian reindeer were Imported for
the use of the Eskimos. These have now increased to over 700,000,
and reindeer herding has become a regular Eskimo industry in the
tundra grassland, that ISP in the lowland country along the Bering
Sea, where flowering plants and grasses predominate in the vegeta-
tion. The meat is shipped to the United States. In the Aleutian
and the Pribilov Islands the blue fox is reared.
The chief means of communication in the country is the Yukon
river, which is on an average open for a period of between four and
five months. The railway from Skagway to White Horse offers
one good route into Alaska ; another is the line, already mentioned,
which runs from Seward on the coast to Fairbanks on the navigable
waters of the Yukon.
COMMUNICATIONS. The railways of the United States, which
have a length of 262,000 miles, are so numerous and, especially in
the east, cover the land with so intricate a network of lines that it
is impossible to do more than to describe briefly a few of the more
important.
As New York is the great port of entry into the country, it is
the point from which diverge some of the principal lines to the
interior. The chief obstacle encountered by these lines is the
Appalachian system, which offers a considerable barrier to free
communication. The New York Central Railway overcomes the
difficulty by a flank movement. Striking north along the Hudson
as far as Albany, where it is joined by a line from Boston, and
then following the Mohawk westward, it reaches Buffalo, and
establishes communication with Chicago, either by its own lines
which skirt the southern shores of Lake Erie, or "fey those of the
Michigan Central which pass through the Ontario peninsula to the
north of that lake. The Erie Railway, crossing the outer" Appalachian
ridges where they are low behind New York, and then following
first the Delaware and afterwards the Susquehanna and its tribu-
taries, also runs to Chicago with connections to Buffalo, Cleveland,
* Pittsburgh, and Cincinnati. The Pennsylvania line goes south-west
from New - York to Philadelphia, and passes through the Blue
Ridge at the gap formed by the Susquehanna at Harrisburg; fropa.
there one branch follows the river as far as Williamsport and
goes .on to Chicago, while another runs to Pittsburgh by the
valleys of the Juniata and Conemaugh, and from Pittsburgh by